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The Western Association. 


Minutes and circular Jetter of the Genesee 
Branch of the Western Association of 
Universalists, for 1823. 

The ministers and delegates constituting 
the Genesee Branch of the Wesiern Assu- 
ciation of Universalists, convened. agreea- 
ble to adjournment last year, on Tuesday 
evening, Sept. 23, 1823 at Pittsford, Mon- : 
roe county, N. ¥. and onened the council 
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32, * For this cause shall a man leave his 
father aud mother and shal! be joined unto 
his wife, aud they two shall be one flesh; 
this is a great mystery, but I speak con- 
cerning Christ and the church.”’ 

Br. L.S. Everett, concludine prayer. 

After public worship, the counci! repair- 
ed to the s:hool house aad proceeded to 
De'sIness. 

Avpointed Brs. Gross and Everett. a 
standing committee of di-ciplive for the en- 








by uniting in prayer to the Father of mer- 

cies, with brother J. S. Thompson. 
. . Pu , 

Organization of the Council. 


suing year. 
Adjourned to Thursday morning. Pray- 
er by brother P. Morse. 





Appointed brother [. Whitnel, modera- 
tor, and brothers S, A. Skeele aud O. Ack- | 
ley, clerks. | 

Adjourned to Wednesday morning. | 

Convenced according to a jjournment, at | 
8 o’clock, and opened the council, by unit- | 
ing in prayer by brother A. Reed. mE 

Appointed brothers Gross, Whitnel, Ack- | 
ley, and Morse a committee to receive ap- | 
plications for letters of fellowship and ordi- | 
nation, 

Proceeded to read the letters from the | 
different societies, and and to examine the 
credentials of delegates. _ 

Applications were received from the fol- 
lowing societies for the fellawship of the 
association, viz. from the “ first Univer- 
salist Society in Livonia and Richmond :” 
the ‘* First Universalist Society in the vil- 
lage of Buffalo ;” and the “ First Society- 
of Restoration Universalists of the town of 
Alexander.” Voted that such societies be 
admitted into the association. 

Order of public service on Weduesday 

_ Morning. 

Br. O. Ackley, introductory prayer. | 

Br. A. Reed, sermon, Ps. viii. 4, © What | 
iz man that thou art miadful of him ?” 

Br. J. S. Thompson, concluding prayer. 

Afiernoon. 

Br. S. A. Skeele, introductory prayer. 
Br. J. S. Thompson Ist sermon, Zech. xiv. 
9, “* And the Lord shall be king over ali the 
earth : in that day shall there be one Lord 
and his name one.” 





| 


Convened agreeable to adjournment. 

Prayer by brother Knapp. 

The committee for receiving requests 
for letters of fellowshi;> and ordination, re- 
porte! in favor of granting fellowship to 
Bis. J. S. Thompson and J. Holiday, and 
of conferring ordination on brothers J. S, 
Thompson and L. S. Everett. Woted that 
the report of the committee be accepted, 
and that fellowship and ordination be giv- 
en accordingly. 

Order of public service on Thursday 

Morning. 

Br. Ackley, introductory prayer. 

Br. Whitnel, sermon, 1 Tim. iv. 10, 

br. L. Blood, concluding prayer. 

Afternoon. 

Br. Reed, introductory prayer. 

Br. Morse, ordimation sermon, Isa. lii. 7. 

Br. Knapp, consecra‘ing prayer. 

Br. Whitnel, charge and delivery of the 
scriptures. 

Br. Ackley, right hand of fellowship. 

Br. Thompson, concluding prayer. 

After the public exercises were concluded 
the council repaired to the schoolhouse and 
proceeded to business. 

Appointed brothers Knapp, Thompson 
and Everett, a committee to vist the west- 
ern association to be holden at Madison, 
(Madisoa co.) on the first Wednesday and 
Thursday of June, 1824. 

Appointed brother, Kuapp, treasurer of 
the association for the ensuing year. Vo- 
ted, that he retain in his hands as a com- 


Br. O. Ackley, 2d sermoa, Eph, v. 54, ; pensation for his services $3.50, that being” 
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the amount of money remaining unappro- 
priated of the donations of Jast year. 


pare and superintend the printing of the 
minutes and circular leiter of the present 
council in behaif of the association. 
Voted, that 500 copies be printel and 
distributed among the brethren. 
After returning thanks to the God of all 


the association adjourned, to meet at Pem- 

broke, near the Academy, on the third 

Wednesday and Thursday of Sept. i924. 

CIRCULAR LETTER. 

The Genesee Bianch of the Western Asso- 
ciation of Universalists in annual session 
at Piitsfrd, county of Monroe, N. Y. to 
allin every piace, who call upon the name 
of God our heavenly Father, and love 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; Grace be unto 
vou, and peace from God through our 
Redeemer. 

Brerunen : It hath pleased the Master 
of assemblies to permit us again to meet in 
annual council, to hold communion toge- 
ther, to exchange the christian salutation, 
to listen to the good tidings of great joy, 
and to devise means for the furtherance of 
the cause of truth, and as instruments in 
the hand of God, to secure the prosperity 
of Zion universal, 

Did the friends of peace and good will to 
inen, need any evidence besides the word | 
of teuth to cheer their hearts, and to bring 
into exercise the most pure and the most 
god-like aflections ; the harmony aud Icve, 


mercy and grace, in prayer by Br. Whiinel, 
| 
{ 


the spirit of charity and disinteres'ed regard | 


for each other and for the world of mankind, 





which has prevailed among us on this hap- 
py occasion, would be al! that could be de- 
sired, to establish us in the belief that the 
love of God, manifested thro’ a Redeemer, 
isthe most efficient cause of producing an 
acjive, holy and exemplary life. 

Instead of trembling under the servile 
fear that the God of all the earth designs 
fo add aneternity of despair to the tribula- 


| hold out as an 


is overpreed with mental darkuess and dis” 


|‘ : | vess, that this part of God’s heritage is en- 
Appointed brother L. S. Everett to pre- | 


shrouded in the dark mantle of bigetted er- 


| ror and sectarian prejudice ; we have heard 
the gladsome news, from the north and 


from the south, from the east and froin the 
west, that hundreds are casting off the tram- 
mels of superstition, and are now uniting 
with ibeir brethren around the standard of 
libera! priucipies and gospel truth. 

While contemplating oa the present 
prosperous appearance of the cause “f ,os- 
pel hberty, our minds are led to look back 
onthe past. <A few years since, this sec- 
tion of couatry was destiiute of a single in- 
dividual who dared to step forward ig de- 


| fence of the doctrine of the “ restitution of 


all things.” Now we recognize as brethren 


in the ministry,a goodly number of able and 
faithful advocates, who are not ashamed to 
labor manfully for the cause of truth, or te 
“meet joyfully the spoiling their goods” 
for the sake of the Redcemer’s kingdom. 

Supported by the outsiretched arm of au 
all-powerful God, the preached word has 
been so blessed, as to prove the savor of 
life unto many. The wilderness has been 
made to blossom like the rose ; and an in- 
telligent and aumerous population with but 
few exceptions, are willing to hear the 
gladsome scund of the gospel, and to judge 
for themselves, on the all-important con- 
cerns of life and salvation. 

Words would fail to express the joy and 
gratitude of our hearts, at the preseit ap- 
pearance, and future prospects of the glo- 
rious Cause in which we are engaged. 

To our friends at a distance, we can only 
say, “ brethren rejoice with us !°? We hail 
with transports of unspeakable delight, the 
fall blaze of that light of life which has risen 
in the east, and now sheds its beams on the 
utmost bounds of our happy country in the 
west! Rejoice with the whole heart, for 
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth! 

To believers within the jurisdiction of 
this branch of the asssociation, we would 
encouragement to perseve- 
rance, the past success, and present ap- 
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tion and anguish of all who do evil in the | pearance of our cause. Be exhorted to let 
earth ; the heaven-born satisfaction is en- | your light shine before others, that they see- 
joyed, of believing with the whole heart. | ing your good works, may be ledto glorify 
that * God will have all men to be saved | our Father in heavens While the enemies 
and come to the knowledge of the truth.” | of our doctrine are compeiled to acknow- 
Instead of the fear that God is unable to | ledge tliat many of those who profess faith 
save to the uttermost, we have been full of|in an impartiai God, are eminent for Jibe- 
the assurance that he wil do all his plea- | ality, friendship, love and charity ; it is 
sure. Our ears, instead of being saluted | believed that it is almost unnecessary te 
with the soul-chilling tidings that our jand ! urge the propriety of avoiding to merit any 


is. 
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welight to find ; souls, rid fervently rais 


eto beaven the pe 


occasion to bring into disrepute the doctrine | tition—* help, Lord, our unbelief.” 


of * universal benevolence.” ‘That we may 
put to shame the lyiag lip, let us keep a 
double waichfulness over ourselves, and ea- 
deavor by well ordered lives and conversa- 
tion, to manifest to a mis-giving world, that 
the * goodness of God leadeth to rejent- 
ance !” 

To those who are engaged in the minis- 
try of reconciliation, mach might be said 


‘ 





as an encouragement to redoubled cuergy | 


abd unceasing waichfuiness ; butitis foud- 
ly presumed, that the watchmen on the 
walls of Ziow have already seen that the 
time has arrived when we need no longer 
fear to declare the whole counsel of God, 
or to resist with persevering industry, the 
current of popular prejudice. Although 
the harvest is great and the labor: rs few, 
yet Jot us remewber that there is One that 
works all things after the council of bis own 
will, and thatif our cause is the Lord’s, the 
host of ifs enemies cannot ove:th:ow it. 

Brethren ; letus mareh boidly forward, 
and fight the good fight of faith ; letus be 
instant ia season and out of scason : if is 
not ours to fight as those who beat the air, 
but our warfare is against principalities and 
powers ; the evil machinations of our en- 
emies must be subdued ; but, O may we 
remember, that our weapons are love, faith 
and charity. 

Finally, brethren, sisters, and friends in 
Christ Jesus; the joyful period has at 
lengih arrived, when we may exchange our 
heart-felt congratulations at the prosperity 
of Zion. No longer are we compelled to 
restrain the overflowings of our gratitude 
to the Father of mercies, for the assurance 
we have received through his Son Jesus 
Christ, that we have eterna! life in com- 
mon with our fricuds, our neighbors, and 
the whole family of Adam’s race ; and that 
this life is in our Redeemer ; but we may 
now sit under our own vine and fig-tree, 
and worship our Creater according to the 
dictates of our own consciences, without 
any to make us afraid. Let us ihen go on— 
let us persevere in the way of weil-doing— 
let us rejoice in the light—let us trust in the 
arm of the Lord for salvation ; and while 
we feel our sinfulness and humbly acknow- 
ledge our dependence on God, may we 
cherish a forgiving spirit towards our ene- 


mies, bless them that curse us and despite- | 


fully use us ; aad while we trust in the liy- 
ing God, may we, in the sincerity ef our 
hearts, believe ucto the salvation of our 


' 


‘and blood of tha man Christ Jesus. 





Doue in behali of the association. 


L.S. EVERETT. 





A SERMON, 
BY REV. EDWIN FERRIS, 
[Coneluded from page 57.) 

However, Christ is judge of both quick 
and dead, and hasanthority to execute judg- 
invat, dc. And the apostie says, tf we are 
without cha-tisemest, whereof all are par- 
takers, then are ye bastards avd net sons. 
ui he says further, it is for our profit that 
we shou'd? be made partakers of his holi- 
ness. J cannot see this punishment for sin, 
in the light of forgiveness, any more than I 
can believe that bread and wine by the cers 
emony of a Romish priest is the real flesh 
I: is 
very apparent that man must beleve the 


sufferings of Christ in himself, for the an- 


pardonable sin, inorder to partake of his 
righteousness. But.is this realizing for- 
giverness of sin? No; but punishment. - 
Then the sin is not forgiven, al:hough the 
chastisement ceases on our partaking of 
holiness. St. Paul argues tie necessity of 


| oar suffering with Christ, if we would after 


reign with him in glory: see Rom. vill. 
Now, how can we be partakers wiih him 
who sufiered for sin, unless we suffer for 
the same sin? Wecannot. ‘Then we are 
not forgiven that sin. “either will it do to 
say, that because our suffering comes to an 
end, we are forgiven : for this would sup- 
pose no equity in the punishment, or no 
propriety in such forgiveness. ‘ My soul 
isexceed'ng sorrowful, even unto death,” 
was the voice of the Redeemer when he 
was bearing the ponderous weight of our 
sing which is unto death. “ When the 
commandment came, sin revived and I di- 
ed,” says St. Paul, while relating the man- 
ner of his Conversion, Query. Whiat 
commandment came to Paul at that time? 
Answer. The commandment of love to 
God and man. What sin revived? Ans. 
The sin unto death, or he would have been 
forgiven and his life saved, but Le died 
with Christ, that he might rise with hin to 
life. In what sense did sin revive in Paul ? 
Ans. In all its awful deformity, of hate, 
malice and cruelty, his sin was presented 
before him by the law of (th: spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus, which slew the enmity of 
his wicked heart, and thus made him free 
from the law of sin and death : this was am 
application of our Lord’s sufferings fo 
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great sin of the world, Ww whic h is unpardon- | eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.” was 
able. ‘Therefore Paul waz not forgiven | the sentence revealed to Adam prior to his 
hat sin which he received the suflerings transgression of the law—revealed to him 
of. And thus it must fare with every son | in these words, “ ‘Thou shalt not eat, &c.”” 
of Adam, in some degree, or they cain Uev- Now if the word, efernal damnation, is pro- 
er be fitted for glory with Christ. for all are | periy translated in our text, and means end- 
more or less guilty of the sin unto death, | less damnation, then it must belong io eter- 
which hath never forgiveness. So Christ, | nity, whch has neither beginning or end. 
who is the head of every mon, and all his | But who can say, that sin and ‘death are 
| 





PP] 





members has to suffer mertal death for it, | without beginning? Surely no one dares 
that it may be taken away from every man | be so foolisisly presumptuous. Then it will 
but forgiven to none; because its wages | follow, that e‘erna! damnation is much lon- 
has passed upon all men for that all have; ger la duration, than the punishment of the 
sinned. Therefore as by the offence | sin against the Holy Ghost, as its pre-exis- 
of one udguent came upon all to condem- | tance 'o death, the wages of sin. ‘ He 
natios *&e. He also calls that death the | that believ: th not is condemned already : 

wages of sin. I would, ask, if'asin, which | hence it will be perecived, that no evidence 
receives its woges,isever forgiven? Truth , can be given, that the law of God, togeth- 
saysno. Jehovah’s word cannot be bro- | er with its concemnatory sentence, com- 
ken, who said “ In the day thou eatest thou | menced in time or even had a beginning at 
shalt surely die.” Man did eat: was he | all, although it was revealed to Adam, ante- 

forgiven? No. For death ensard, pass- | Cedent to transgression. Neither can any 
ing upon all men: see Rom. Sth. And ; geod reason be shown, why the divine law 
though that death is not eternal, yet truth , will ever have an end together with its con- 
can never say such sin was forgiven, A | demnatory sentence. But a good reason 
tried one day gave me the following idea | Can be given why the death or punishment 
o! the unpardonable sin. “ It must he | to which it sentences the sinner to. will 
changed in character by that blood of | have an end, as follows : 

Christ which the apostle says ‘ cleanseth| First. Death, the wages of sin, is no 
from ail sin 2 at the same time when man| Where in the bible called eternal death. 
becomes a ‘new creature, old things are Nor yet any other quallifying word to war- 
done away and all things become new.’ | rant us to velieve it is endless misery, 

The old man, nor the old sin is not forgiv- Second. It is prophesied of Christ, that 
en. but the new man is forgiven that char- | he shall make an end of sin, and finish trans- 
scter of sin, he sustains in his renewed | tression. Now when this prophecy is am- 
state. Buten unconverted man as in such ply fuluiled, no man cam remain a sinner 
state, is never forgiven.” He urged the | against the holy ghost ; cor »2quently none 
text that says * though your sin beas scar- | Can be in danyer of the still existing con- 
let it shall be made as white as snow,” &c, | demnatory sentence in the law of God. A 
1 think the idea ingenious, and as it does not | thief once whipped ti irty- -nine lashes ac- 
directly militate against what I have said, | cording to the sentence in the law of his 
] shall let it pass, without making any fur- | country ; ; On true amendment of life, is no 
ther comment upon it, or bringing any | longerin danger of the law for stealing, al- 
| 
| 





more proof! to substantiate our third. prop | though the Jaw remains as good as it ever 
osition, Aud, was before he transgressed it. So, like- 

4thly. Shall show that no misery or pu- | wise, the law of Ged ts the same’ in nature, 
nishment can equal eternal damuation in, after man ceases to transgress it, or be in 
duration, Damnation is the act of con- | danger of its condemnatory sentence. But, 
de mning the transeressor of the law of God, | reader, supposing you were to sce a wilful 
and is the condemnatory sentence satiain.. | turderer tried. before a court of justice, 
ed in the law. Death is the punishment to | proved yuil'y, condemned to death and ex- 
which tis sentence condemns the trans-| ecuted ; would you consider yourself au- 
gressor to. Now the law must first exis; ; thorised, to run about the country, report- 
anterior to the transgression or no trans- | ing that the crimmal was forgiven by the 
wression could-take place, for the apostle | court, to your certain knowledge ; and on- 
says, “ where no law is, there is no tran-| ly because he did not suffer or hang any 
gression. Death follows the transgression. | lon iger than till dead, agreeable to the voice 
according to the pre exisiing condemnato- of thejudge ? Would you think he was for- 
Bsentence i ihe law. “Inthe day thoy: given because his suilcring in dying, did 
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not last as long as his judge should live, or 
remain judge, or, because the criminal 
did not continue in the agonies of death as 
leng as the condemnatory sentence in the 
Jaw of the realm, shall say the person whe 


murders shall be hanged till dead ? Would | 


you think a criminal forgiven in sucha 
case, and enly because the law in its full 
force survived his suffering, under its sen- 
tence ? I presume you would not. Lea- 
ving the reader to make the application, I 
pass, to give further reason, why the pu- 
nishment of the unpardonable sin, cannot 
ejuai eternal damnation tm fuinre duration, 
It cannot, because cur Lord requires his 


followers to pray for their spiritual ene- | 


mies, i.e. the blaspheming Jews; to pray 


in faith, nothing doubting ; to ask, belie- | 


ving, &c. which they could not do consist 
eatly, ifthe enmity of the malicious Jewe 


sealed them (the Jews) over to endless pu- | 


nishment. St. Paul exhorts that prayer be 
made, and thanks given, for all men, with- 
out wrath and doubtiig, because tere is 
one God to be sought ut», who will have 
all men to be saved and come to the know- 
ledge of the truth. Hence the eternal sal- 
vation of all men must be that truth, which 
it is the will and purpose ef God that all 
shall come to the knowledge of, 
all men are not to be saved, one must be- 
lieve a lie in order to pray for it in faith, 
nothing doubting, &c. If the spirit of a lie 
is the spirit of christian prayer, 1 confess | 
know nothing about christianity. Reader, 
does it appear at al! likely, that the Holy 
Ghost would move St. Paul to exhort that 
prayer be made for all men, if some men 
have sinned against the Spirit to that de- 
gree, thatthey never can be saved? Tim. 
2d chapter compared with Mathew 5. It 
is very apparent that St. Paul was led to 
pray for all, under the influence of that in- 
spiring spirit which taught him that it was 
God’s will that all men should be saved, 
and that, in fal! confidence that it would be 
effected, he exhorted that prayers be made 
for it in faith. Agreealle to this the apostle 
John argues in his ist epistle, v. 14 and 15, 
in the tollowing language: “ This is the 
confidence we have in him, that if we ask 
any thing according to his will, he heareth 
us, and if we know he heareth us, whatever 
we ask, we know that we have the petitions 
we desired of him. He argues, in the next 
verse, the impropricty of our praying for 
the sin unto death, but does not deny prayer 
to be made for ail men to be saved from 
that sin. 


Now, if 





| exhorted us to pray for that sin to be for- 
given. Tience it is evident that man is not 
to be saved in that sin, but from it; not 
forgiven, but delivered from it through the 
‘sufferings of Christ. witnessed in man to the 
| slaying, not the forgiving of the carnal 
| mind, us has been observed in a former 
| proposition. Hence St. Paul and St. John’s 
|reasoning harmonize. Now the carnal 
‘mind in its reigning power, is man’s tor- 
| mentor. ‘Therefore, to say that the sin un- 
| !o death, (which is its operative display,) is 
| forgiven, would naturally imply man’s not 
i beimg delivered from his tormentor, and 
| that evil was overlooked. or winked at by 
! the God “of heaven. Hence ‘the depend- 
jant offspring of God would be left in’the 
| hand of bis enemies. But we r-ad that the 
_pvey of the terrible shall he taken away, and 
| the lawful captive shall be delivered. I 
would further observe, that the doctrine of 
endiess misery always implies to me, an 
endless continuance of rebellion against 
| God : for it must necessarily follow, that if 
any are miserable, without end, they must 
be made eternal! rebels against God, as a 
mean thereto, for no being, after becoming 
holy, can be unhappy ; and, as it is a fact, 
that no power bat God can confirm any in 
either holiness or rebellion for eternity, it 
would follow of course, that ifa man is 
| eternally impenitent, he has the sapport of 
the divine will in bis rebe!lion against God, 


deny himself by the exercise of an unholy 
will, or, in other words, a will to unho'i- 
ness ; and thus denying himself by support- 
ing ceaseless rebeilion against his own di- 
vine nature. Therefore, if we were to con- 
tend for endless misery, we should either 
directly or indirectly biasfheme against 
God, then the doctrine of endless punish- 
ment must be false. And those who be- 
lieve that God dishonoring, and unmerci- 





and condemnation, saying unto them, “ As 
I live saith the Lord God, I have no plea- 
sure in the death of the wicked, but that 
the wicked turn from his way and live.” 
Ezek. xxxiii.11. But, gracious God! how 
can the wicke/ ever live, if their death is 
eternal ¢ But the text assures us that itis 
not endless, for thou hast revealed to u* 
but one design, viz: “ that the wicked tura 
from his way and live.” God be praised ! 
this is worthy of God. Dear and much 
beloved reader, have you not understood 





Neither has St. Paul any where ' 


this text to imply, that God has no pie 


which would imply that God will finally. 


ful doctrine, believe a lic, to their own burt 
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have, take a serious look at your idea, and ; that the spirit of hafved in man, is no. sub- 
see what it must, if true, lead to. It pre- | ject to the law of holy love, neither indeed 
supposes God acts from disagreeable ne-|can be. ‘Therefore it cannot be forgiven, 
cessily, in punishing his creature man. | but must be slain, of course, a mental death 
And that punishment in his hands, instead | is realized in man, through which means 
of a means to obtaina merciful and glori- | he is regenerated and born again, of the 
ous end, is a grievous evil, entirely desti- | holy spirit: not a word of ‘his is denied 
tute of producing any good to God or maw. | in the icxt. 3. Is it said in the text that 
In a word, it would suppose, that punish- | the blasphemy against the holy spirit hath 
ment is neithercalculated to wean man from | never forgivness ? Under the third head 
the love of sin, nor for the reception of ho- ! of doetrise contained in this discourse, I 
liness ; consequently, Jehovah would ne- | have allowed the utmost force of that part 
ver obtain either love, or praise from those | of the text, in showing why it never can be 
punished eternally. Now as love and_ said, that the sin against the holy ghost is, 
praise is due to the Father of our spirits,| or ever was forgiven: first, because Christ 
from every creature, he could not have his | the head of every man died for it: and 
universal due, if any should remain finally} a sim unto death, which cost death, 
impenitent. But thus saith the high and | and that death is inflicted, it never can be 
lofty Que that inhabiteth eternity, “ [ will) said in trath that the crime was forgiven, 
not contend forever, neither will [ be al-! but punished, Christ suffered, and ail the 
ways wroth: for the spirit should fail be-| mystical members of his body were repre- 
fore me and the souls hich I have made. | sented in him. Second, the death of Clirist 
Isa. Ivii. 16 and 16.” Now I think we have! (the head) must be realized in every man, as 
sufficient reason to believe God’s holy spi-| members of his body, in their conversivn, 
rit will not fail, but conquer all the conten-| or they never could partake with bim in 
tious powers of sin and darkness, and there-| glory. Now, to realize suffering or death 
by bring all the souls he has made into a| and forgivness for the same crinie is impos- 
state suitable to answer the end of their| ible, and to assert such a thing in argument, 
creation, which was to glorify God and to} would be destitute of the revealed testimo- 
enjoy him forever. | readily admit that! ny, of reason, and of common sense ; as has 
raan in striving against the holy spirit, is in| already been abundantly shown in this com- 
danger of eternal damnation : but he is out | munication, Let us hear the conclusion of 
of that danger when all strife ceases. And| the whole matter. Eternal damuation is 
although it shall eternally remain true, that | a truth- The punishment for the unpsrdon- 
opposition to God’s holy spirit is condem- | able sin, according to God’s purpose. is a 
ed, yet if finally no such opposition 1s foand | truth. And the final salvation of every 
to still remain in any man, none will remain | man, according to the will of our heavenly 
tormented under the condemnatory sen-| Father, is a truth likewise. Now thrse 
tence in the eternal law of God. But there | three truths agree in one final purpose, viz. 
will be an end of sia, and therefore of death | man’s best good, in God’s highest glory, as 
its wages, ™ follows, man’s best good in, or according 

Lastly. we are to see the whole sub-/| to God’s highest glory is the final end to be 





_8tance of this discourse, in good agreement | obtained ; punishment in Christ ts the 


with its text. 1. Does the text speak of a| means thereto ; and eternal damnation or- 
sin called blasphemy against the holy spirit? | ders or directs in sentence to the punish- 
In the first proposition, not only the posi- | ment, in which God’s will is executed by 
tive existence of that holy spirit, is main- | the destruction of sin and the happiness of 
tained, but also a faithful and scriptural ac- | his moral offspring. ‘The reader will easi- 
couat and description of the character and | ly perceive that I have allowed the eterni- 
nature of the holy ghost, I have endeavor- | ty of the condemnatory sentence in the ho- 
ed to give. 2. In the third division of the | ly law of love ; and have, at the same time, 
subject, it is acknowledged that the blas-| denied (from good evidence) that there can 
»~hemy must have an existence, which is| possibly be an equal durability of the 
nained in the text ; and, also, its universal- | death or punishment with the sentence ; for 
ity and whole nature is explained, and set! the sentence of, or to, death preceded the 
forth to proceed from that spirit called, in| crime, and much more the punishment for 
holy writ, the carnal mind, which isenmity! it. And the idea agrees with the text, for 
agaiast God, or, in other words, the spirit! ifeternal reprobation of the crime, did not 
fic, opposed to the spirit of God’: love.) already exist in the law of God, how could 
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eternal damnation ? 
of the condemnation of the law, unless the 
law already exists containing in it a sen- 
teice against such a crime as we are actu- 


Can we be in danger 


ally guilty of 2 The sensible and candid 
reader will, [ presume, say no. Then let 
me ask, will the law and its sentence be dis- 
anulled, provided. punishment ceases, or 
should cometo an end? Now, as it re- 
spects our state or national law, ro man 
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e offender of the jaw be in danger of; liever, murderer, whoremonger sorcerer, 


idolater, or liar here, must be punished 
endlessly in a future state. These are 
fair conclusions necessarily resulting from 
the premises assumed. Ego is now inform- 
ed that Aaron was an idolater, and must 
therefore be miserable to all eternity ; that 
David was a murderer ; that Lot was a 
crunkard ; (and therefore one of the abom- 
inable ;) and that Solomon was an adulter- 
er, and therefore must all be endlessly mis- 


can suffer under it, nor yet be in danger of | erable for sustaining these characters while 


its sentence any longer than he lives ; and 
still the law ts the same after his death, as it 
was before, although it can hurt him no 
longer. When ail men have become en- 
tirely dead to sin, the Jaw against sin (al- 
though it still exists and always will) will 
be no terror to them. I shail conclude by 
just observing, all punishment bas a begin- 


ning and must have end. The law of 
God has no beginni ac therefore it will 
have wo end. 






Answer to Ego, 
FConcluded from page 80.} 

The uext passage cited by Ego to prove 
the endless misery of the wicked, is found 
in the 21st chapter and Sth verse of Reve- 
lation. It is in the tullowing words . 

* But the fearful, and unbelieving, and 
abominable, and murderers, and whore- 
mongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and 
all liars, shall have their part in the lake 
which burneth wiih fire and brimstone ; 
which is the second death.” 

We ask Ego if this is sufficient to satisfy 
him that any individual of the human fam- 
ily will be miserable always? Does this 
uncquivocally prove that some of God’s 
oflspring will be miserable without end ? 
If you say yes, we tell you that the conces- 
sion will de you harm? You are to un- 
derstand, and to rest assured, that the whol? 
of the declaration is true. If you there- 
fore say, that those persons who have sus- 
tained either of the above characters in this 
lite, are to be made endlessly miserable in 
the life to come, you will involve others as 
well as yourself, in an awful dilemma, 
We will admit for a moment, that the above 
passage has allusion to a future eternal 
world, and that any one that hus sustained 
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any of the above mentioned characters here, 
will be endlessly misvrable. 


views, of the above? Answer. He that | 
has been afraid here must be miserable to 


all eternity. He that has been an unbe-| defileih, neither whatseever worketh abe 


here. How do these conclusions agree 
with orthodoxy ? What orthodox believ- 
er will admit or contend that Aaron will 
be endlessly miserable ? Who among or- 
thodox is there, that will say that David will 
go to an endless hell, that Lot will be burn- 
ed in fire and brimstone in a world without 
end, and that Solomon must be a compan- 
ion of devils, and a subject of the most ex- 
treme misery as long as God exists. We 
by no means wish to say that these per- 
sons always sustained the characters above 
mentioned. It is acknowledged with plea- 
sure that they sustained characters far dif- 
ferent, and that too almost thro’ life. But 
they actually did commit crimes, of which 
they were ashamed—crimes that caused 
them the greatest mental agony. 

The worshippers of the beast were cast 
into a Jake “ burning with fire and brim- 
stone,” and the idolater, &c. most evident- 
ly were cast into the same place. - It would 
be entirely incorrect to suppose that the 
characters or persons which we have noti- 
ced, will be tormented any longer than 
their respective characters continue. When 
they are radically changed it is rational, at 
least, to suppose that they will not be mis- 
erable. Before we can admit that they 
will be tormented eternally, we must be 
made to believe that they will continue to 
sin as long as they shall exist. Sin and 
misery are cause and consequence, and it 
is as impossible that a human being can be 
miserable, in a moral point of view, to alt 
eternity, without sinning, as it is for a holy 
being to suffer the pangs of conscious guilt. 
Let it then first be proved that men will 
sin eternally, and it may then be asserted 


| with confidence, that men will be subjects 


of endless sorrow. 
Ego next quores the 24th verse, as also 


What now is , the 27th, which read as follow: “ And the 
the meaning, according to our present | nations of them that are saved shall walk 


in the light of it.” Verse 27, € And there 
shall in no wise enter into it amy thing ¢ 
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jMation or ‘siaaliaall a ie : but shiet which 
are written in the Lam)b’s book of life.” In 
order to determine what is meant by these 
passages, we shall propound the following 
questions. In what light are the nations 


that are saved, to walk? 2. Into what is | 


it declared that those who are defiied or 
make lies shall not enter? We will an- 
swer both of these questions ata time An- 
swer, They that are saved walk in the 
light of the holy city, and it is this into 
which the Jiar, &c. are not permitted to 
enter. This city is called ‘“ new Jerusa- 
lem” in the 2d verse. - To this same new 
Jerusalem the apostle Paul most obviously 
alluded in the 4th chapter of Galations. 
He says that the Jerusalem which was from 
above was free, and is the mother of us all. 
By this Jerusalem he tells us he meant the 
new covenant or gospel dispensation. The 
city then in the 21st of Rev. is used to sig 
nify the gospel dispensation—this dispensa- 
tion is a dispensation of universal and im- 
partial salvation’ It isholy. Nothing but 
holiness constitutes its provisions. None 
but holy beings will ever be permi‘ted to 
walkin the light of it. 

The next passage cited by Ego is gener- 
ally considered an unanswerable bjecti ion 
{o the restitution of ail things, and is fre- 
quently brought to oppose this soul-glad- 
dening and heaven-born doctrine. But it 
does not at all militate against the senti- 
ment. ‘The passage to which we allude, 
is found in the 22d chapter and at the Lith 
verse. By referring to the 10th verse we 
find that John declared (or Jesus through 
the medium of Jobn) that a certain time 
was at hand. What time was this? Aas. 
The time of the saviout’s coming, and the 
time when every man should be rewarded 
according to his works, In the 12th verse 
itis said * behold I come quickly. How long 
must the Saviour be coming to come quick- 
ly? Recollect that those words were spo- 
ken 1800 years ago. And also recollect, 
that if the Saviour came, quickly, he came 
soon after the declaration was made, and 
(as it is declared) to reward cvery man ac- 
cording to their works. In order to re- 
ward every man according to his works, 
it Was necessary to Continue man ina Cer- 
tain state, where he would deserve a re- 
ward. This most evidently is the meaning 
of the Lith verse. ‘The unjust were to be 
rewarded as also were the just. ‘The un. 
just would Stier pain, and the just pleasure. 
ohn was cemmunded noi to seal the pro- 
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reason assigned was ‘ becaue ee the time 
was at hand.” The time was at hand as the 
characters mentioned were to receive a re- 
ward, and a reward too which should be 
agreeable to their works. ‘lhe other part 
of Ego’s communication is answered in 
what we have written. 

We hope that this laconic answer may 
prove beneficial to all that read it. Should 
it be a mean of guiding some inquiring 
souls into a knowledge of the truth as it is 
in Christ Jesus, the Editor will consider 
himself sufficiently compensated for the 
time and labor he has bestowed upon an 
interesting subject. 


_—_—— 


New Church. 


It is stated in the “ cospet mpratp’? (a 
paper printedin New York) that the church 
which is now ‘bu kdigg by the -‘ Second so- 
ciety of Uuited Ch n lr:ends,” will be 
so far finished, as to afford a place of wor- 
ship by January next. This house, it is 
said, will be large and commodious, and 
will combine strength, comfort and plain- 
ness. 





Dedication. 
The new Universalist Church in Gal- 


| lowhill street, Augers ) was solemn'y 








saying of the book, and the | 


dedicated to the service of A! imighty Gud 
ociiy? afternoon, (Oct. 17,) in the pre- 
nee of a numerous and attentive audience 
aati to participate in the holy ordi- 
nuances necessary fo the occasion. Bro- 
ther Abner Kneeland cfficiated in the du- 
ties of ihe ceremony. A sermon was de- 
livered by Mr. Morse in the ev ening. The 
church was well filled on both these occa- 
sions, and not only a solemn, but a devout 
attention was given to the discourses, both 
of theafternoon aud evening.—P. E. Post. 





NOTICES, 

In consequence of some misunderstanding 
having occurred, op account ofour not desig- 
nating the Mr. Graves, in a notice publish- 
ed in No. 9 of the Inquirer, we now expli- 
citly state that Mr. Horace Graves of Fair 
field was the one alluded to, 

Subscribers who live in the vicinity of the 
village, and others are requested to pay the 
money due for the Inquirer, to Chauncey 
Marshall who is authorised to receive the 
same. Editor. 
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